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much out of order. I immediately advised Mr. Conway to
write, and recommend to Mrs. Darner to carry her aunt
directly to Florence, where you could be of the greatest
comfort and assistance to them, and could best contrive
means of sending Lady William home by sea from Leghorn,
in as safe a manner as may be at this moment. He has
done so, and begs you will be so good as to give Mrs. Darner
your advice in this and any other point; especially of a
physician, if there is any Dr. Cocchi at Florence. He desires,
too, that you will supply her with what money she wants,
and draw upon him directly.

Si Kit's2 has followed Minorca! It is sad: yet let us
save the constitution, and I shall not die broken-hearted.
If England is free, and America free, though disunited, the
whole earth will not be in vassalage.

2294.   To THE REV. WILLIAM MASON.

March 26, 1782.

MOST certainly I do not agree with you in thinking that
the House of Commons turned out the late ministers solely
because the latter had not money enough to purchase the
former; this I cannot possibly agree to, because I know to
the contrary. The House of Commons have that merit; it
cannot be denied to them; and it is as true, that the House
did this, though the majority had been bought, and though
there was money enough, and enough was offered to buy
them over again: but for this time they had virtue enough
to reject it, and you are bound as a divine to accept those
who have come in at eleven and three quarters o'clock.

In another point I was quite of your opinion: I wished

American, horn in the province of 2 The island of St. Christopher's
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